Immunization with vaccines and Sjögren's syndrome.
Sjögren's syndrome (SjS) is a systemic autoimmune disease with complex pathogenesis and still unknown etiology. Infections are listed among the main environmental factors triggering the disease in genetically predisposed individuals. Among other environmental factors, the role of immunization with vaccines in the etiopathogenesis of SjS has not yet been elucidated. Although immunization with vaccines is safe for the majority of subjects, in rare cases it can trigger or exacerbate autoimmune and rheumatic inflammatory conditions. In this paper we investigate the possible links between immunization with vaccines and the pathogenesis of SjS. The current scientific evidence about safety and efficacy of vaccines in the course of SjS are also reviewed.